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This report covers the 12month period since the last NZBAI AGM was held in August 2021. 

Some the key points over the last 12 months are; 

➢ Events were still being disrupted by covid. Only 1 national event went ahead in the last 
12months, but there a couple more still in the pipeline for later this year. 

➢ We have seen an 12% increase in the number of registered NZBAI members which 
includes a further large increase in the number of youths participating in our sport 

➢ The blokart world championships planned for the Manawatu in October is all on track 
but with low attendance expected from international competitors 
 

I discuss these points in further detail below. 

 

Events 

NZBAI has only run 1 event since the last AGM in August 2021… 

The South Island Open was hosted by Canterbury Blokart Club at Wigram in October last year. 
Despite many North Island competitors being unable to travel due to covid restrictions it was still a 
successful event with 28 competitors racing in 4 divisions. 

 

The New Zealand Open will be run later this year as the pre-event to the Worlds at Manawatu in 
October. 

The North Island Open was to be hosted by Blokart Hawkes Bay in Napier in February this year 
but was postponed due to Covid. This event has now been rescheduled to run in late November at 
Hawkes Bay after the Blokart World Champs. 

The Blokart Masters being planned in Auckland in July was cancelled when the Auckland Blokart 
Club lost its access to the Ardmore Airport track. 

 

Despite huge disruption to our sport over the last 2 years I would like to acknowledge the 
dedication and effort from the host clubs who have run a number of excellent events over this 
period. 

The events subcommittee within NZBAI is responsible for managing these racing events. This 
subcommittee is headed up by Bruce Hales. Bruce and his team have worked tirelessly to 
organise these events alongside the host club.  

 

Blokart World Championships 

The Blokart World Championships were originally meant to be hosted in Manawatu in October 
2020. However, as we all know, covid intervened and the event got delayed until October this year. 

At the end of July, there were 80 competitors signed up for the event. The MBC club, IBRA and 
Blokart International are all working together to hopefully create an event that will be well worth 
attending. I would like to commend Arron and his team at Manawatu for the efforts being put in to 
ensuring this event is successful and runs well. 

While the number of international competitors is low, it is not unexpected giving the current on-
going challenges to international travel. It was decided by IBRA to run the event this year in NZ 
rather than wait another 2 years until the next Worlds. 



Sailing Rules 

There has been no significant development on rules in the last 12months 

A new edition of the rules was released by IBRA in October 2021 for use at events starting in 
January 2022. 

 

Health & Safety 

Our sport continues to retain a very good record on health and safety while providing the thrill of 
competitive racing at high speed. 

The NZBAI continues to provide a forum for discussion and co-ordination between clubs on health 
and safety management issues.  

 

Communication 

This year a regular NZBAI newsletter has continued to provide improved communication to our 
members. Thanks to Tony Unsworth for the work done in getting this newsletter released each 
time and providing an interesting commentary on events happening in the blokart community 

A big thanks also to Nick, Dave, & Carlo for keeping the NZBAI website updated and operating 
throughout the year. We now have extra people able to make changes in the website – so 
hopefully this will ensure that the content remains fully up to date and relevant. 

 
 
NZBAI Membership 

NZBAI Membership over the previous financial year jumped considerably, from 281 to an all-time 
high of 316, an increase of 12% since last year. 

 

Year 
TOTAL NZBAI 

Members 

 

Club Adult Youth TOTAL 
Change in 
members 

2021 to 2022 

12 month 
% change 

2015 225  ABC 56 5 61 12 24% 

2016 212  BBC 25 1 26 -8 -24% 

2017 215  BHB 58 25 83 15 22% 

2018 220  CAP 0 0 0 -10 -100% 

2019 257  CBY 42 2 44 -6 -12% 

2020 265  MBC 61 31 92 26 39% 

2021 281  TOTS 10 0 10 6 150% 

2022 316  TOTAL 252 64 316 35 12% 

 

The Auckland, Manawatu, Hawkes Bay and TOTS clubs all saw strong growth in their membership 
during this period despite (or perhaps because of) the impact of covid. 

The Capital Blokart Club was dissolved, and remaining members absorbed into the Manawatu 
Club. 

The Manawatu Blokart Club welcomed 24 new youth sailors into their club. A reflection of the 
strong focus being put on their youth program there. Along with Blokart Hawkes Bay there is now a 
very strong youth presence in our sport in the central North Island region. 

 
  



Committee 

In accordance with constitution, I will be standing down from President’s role after 3 years in this 
position, but plan to remain on the committee. The role has been made relatively easy due to the 
co-operative spirit and dedication of the committee and key members.   

Fortunately, we are losing only one NZBAI committee member this year. Trevor Register has 
decided to take a break after 8 years on the committee. Trevor has been a member of the 
committee since 2014, representing the Manawatu Blokart Club. I would like to acknowledge 
Trevor’s input over this time which has contributed to the smooth running of our sport. 

 

I look forward to welcoming a new President and any other new talent onto the committee this 
year. 

 

 

Best Regards 

 

Barry Cole 

President 

NZ Blokart Association 


