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Hi all 

A fairly long newsletter this month covering some good news, bad news, plus some information that 

you should know.  Happy reading and if you are lacking time, at least skip through the headings! 

1. NZ Open, Ardmore Airport,  Auckland,  15th - 18th April 

The New Zealand Blokart Association’s 
premier regatta for the year, the New 
Zealand Open Championships (NZO), was 
hosted by ABC at Ardmore, 15th to 18th 
April – and thanks to ABC for plagiarising 
excerpts of their excellent report in the 
ABC newsletter. 

The NZO attracted 52 entrants. Each class 
raced either 26 or 27 races during the four-
day regatta.  

The wind was, in an overall regatta sense, conducive to powered-up sailing using 5.5s and 4s. 
Commencement of racing was briefly delayed while waiting for the wind to build on Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday mornings. During Saturday, one Heavy and one Super Heavy race was black-
flagged and re-started due to frustrating calm periods. The calms were followed sometime later by a 
ferocious squall that saw the Heavies in the next cycle, lay their 5.5m karts down on the start line and 
seek shelter behind the timing trailer. Ten minutes later, they were back under starter’s orders and 
jostling for position in a powered-up dial-up. 

There was a trickle-down effect from the America’s Cup, in that the ROs sometimes set windward – 
leeward courses with a gate at the top mark. The gate demanded new decision-making in terms of 
calculating distance sailed, lay-lines, setting up for the downwind gybes and avoiding the upwind 
karts still closing the marks (a few downwind karts took to the grass to give room, and there were a 
few downwind karts that did not take to the grass, but should have).  

This course was fast, interesting and demanding and, at times, many places were won or lost 
negotiating the gate because of the two distinctly different exit options. The ROs often changed the 
entire course to suit the wind strength and wind direction, which over the four days, varied between 
south and west. 

Once again it was a very well run event by ABC and a special thanks must go to Mark and Kirsty 
Stuhlmann, who did fine jobs as PRO and Head Timekeeper respectively.  Well done guys. 

Congratulations to all who competed and especially to those who made the podium.  Results are 
shown below: 

https://gen.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b1e7b6e2ac1c12dc0b2192ef&id=fefad07f79&e=2f80b1a89b


 

 

 

          
Production: Ray  & Allan 2nd                      Ray foreground. Allan background. 
 

 

     
Scott (centre), John & Maddy           Declan was 6th                          Ollie (left, no pod) 

 
 

        

Barry (centre), Trevor & Geoff         Barry won by a clear margin       Trevor at Ardmore NZO 2016 
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 Russell                                   Russel  (centre), John Nic (right), Daryll                          John Nic 

 

 

      

  Theo                                        Theo (centre), Terry (right), John                       John Marshall  

 

2. Hawkes Bay Inter-Secondary 

Schools Championships 

Blokart Hawkes Bay recently held a very successful 
inaugural Secondary School Blokart Championships (as 
part of secondary schools Summer Tournament Week).   
Nine teams of three sailors were enter – with teams from 
Taradale, Napier Boys, Havelock North, and Feilding High 
schools and Lindisfarne College.  

All 27 students really enjoyed the team match racing in 
identical karts and 36 races were completed over the 
two days.  

Taradale High teams were first and second and 
Lindisfarne was third.  
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All are really keen to come back and do it again next year and with the added interest we’re 
looking at expanding it to 3 teams per race (in 9 identical karts).  

The question now is whether we should look to expand this event to a broader NZBAI event with 
schools invited to compete from all over NZ.  A matter to be discussed! 

3. North Island Open, Sanson, 10 – 11 July 

A reminder that the next NZBAI event will be the NIO at Sanson on 10th – 11th July – that’s just 
over two months away, so start planning your travel and accommodation etc to avoid 
disappointment.  It may pay to bring a few warm clothes too! 

 

 

4. NZBAI Annual General Meeting – 17th August via Zoom online 

As was done last year, the AGM will be held via a Zoom Conference 
call on Tuesday, 17th August.  The reason for this early 
announcement is for all members and clubs to think about standing 
on the committee.  We really want to have a minimum of one 
representative from each club – ideally more - and this is a real 
chance to have a say in how our sport is run.   

It’s always good to get new blood, plus Peter McCrea will definitely 
be standing down as Secretary and newsletter coordinator  – so 
ideally we are looking for a 1 or 2 energetic people to take on the 

roles of Secretary and preparing the NZBAI newsletter (this may be the secretary but it doesn’t 
need to be).   

5. NZBAI History Link 

Graham Ingall has prepared an excellent summary of NZBAI personnel and key developments, 
since the start of organised blokart racing in 2002.  Check it out at:  https://bai.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/NZBAI-History-1.pdf  

6. Capital Blokart Club Dissolution 

It is with great sadness that we mark the dissolution of the Capital Blokart Club.  The Capital Club 
was one of the first blokart clubs in the country, formed around 2004, and many blokart sailors 
will be familiar with their very informative ‘Tips and Tweaks’ website page – if you’re quick, it’s 
still there at:  https://capitalblokartclub.org.nz/blokart-sailing/tips-and-tweaks/   

https://bai.nz/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/NZBAI-History-1.pdf
https://bai.nz/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/NZBAI-History-1.pdf
https://capitalblokartclub.org.nz/blokart-sailing/tips-and-tweaks/


 

 

Unfortunately, although being based in the ‘windy city’, despite many attempts, they were 
unable to obtain a suitable sailing venue and many of their members either drifted away from the 
sport or joined MBC.   

The only positive aspects to Capital’s demise is that MBC will inherit their assets and Canterbury 
can now claim the term ‘CBC’ as their own! 

 

7. Other Upcoming Events and Dates 

NZBAI Events 

1. North Island Open – 10th – 11th July at Sanson, Manawatu 

2. ANZAC Challenge - 15th October 2021 at Wigram, Christchurch – this is being considered as a 
joint Aussie – Kiwi event to be held as a precursor to the SIO - but details still to be confirmed 

3. South Island Open – 16th – 17th October 2021 at Wigram, Christchurch 

International Events 

Most have been cancelled in 2021, including the Worlds – hopefully it may now be in 2022. 

Club & regional Events – Open to all NZBAI members 

1. Manawatu Open – 26th – 27th September 2021 at Sanson 

2. Hawkes Bay Open – 23rd – 24th October (Labour Weekend) at Napier – note: this is to be held at 
Labour weekend each year from now on. 

3. Other Club Events – let me know. 

 

And remember, if you have something blokart that you want included in the newsletter, please email 
me. 

 
Cheers 
Pete McCrea, mccreap@xtra.co.nz  
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